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SUBJECT: LABOR PARTY: UNHAPPINESS ON THE RIGHT 

SUMMARY - LORD CHALFONT, A FORMER LABOR MINISTER, HAS 
DESERTED THE LABOR PARTY IN PROTEST AGAINST ITS DRIFT 
LEFTWARDS AND ITS DOMINATION BY THE TRADE UNIONS. EDDIE 
GRIFFITHS, A RIGHT-WING LABOR MP, HAS BEEN SACKED BY HIS 
PARTY AND REPLACED BY A MILITANT LEFTIST. BOTH DEVELOP 
MENTS CONFIRM AND REINFORCE THE PREDOMINANCE OF THE LEFT 
IN THE LABOR PARTY. THEY DO NOT, HOWEVER, PRESAGE, AS 
CHALFONT AND OTHERS HOPE, THE SPLITTING OF THE LABOR 
PARTY AND THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 
END SUMMARY 

1. LORD CHALFONT, MINISTER FOR DISARMAMENT IN THE LAST 
WILSON GOVERNMENT, 1964-70, LAST NIGHT ANNOUNCED HIS 
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RESIGNATION FROM THE LABOR PARTY. IN A LETTER TO THE 
PRIME MINISTER HE ATTRIBUTED HIS MOVE TO THE GROWING IN- 
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FLUENCE IN THE PARTY OF THE LEFT AND THE VIRTUAL DOMI 
NANCE OF THE LARGE TRADE UNIONS OVER A WIDE AREA FO 
POLICY- MAKING. AS SPECIFIC EXAMPLES OF CURRENT POLICIES 
WHICH HE COULD NOT SUPPORT, HE CITED THE PARTY'S ATTITUDE 
TO EC MEMBERSHIP, ITS APPROACH TO DEFENSE EXPENDITURES, 
AND ITS INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC POLICIES. FINALLY, AND 
PERPHAS MOST TELLINGLY, HE EXPRESSED HIS DISAPPOINTMENT 
THAT LABOR S ELECTION MANIFESTO SHOULD HAVE DECLARED 
SUCH INFLEXIBLE OPPOSITION TO ANY COOPERATION WITH 
ANYONE OUTSIDE LABOR'S OWN RANKS. 

2. IN AN ARTICLE IN TODAY'S TIMES EXPLAINING HIS RESIGN- 
ATION, CHALFONT VOICES DEEP CONCERN ABOUT THE USE OF 
INDUSTRIAL ACTION FOR POLITICAL PURPOSES, THE RISE OF 
EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY POLITICAL FORCES, AND THE IMPACT OF 
INFLATION ON PEOPLE'S FAITH IN THEIR POLITICAL INSTITU- 
TIONS. DESPAIRING OF THE CONSERVATIVES, HE PROCLAIMS HIS 
OWN FAITH IN SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. HE SEES LITTLE PROSPECT 
OF THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATS' REGAINING CONTROL OF THE LABOR 
PARTY ANY TIME SOON, LOOKS HOPEFULLY TO AN EVENTUAL RE- 
ALIGNMENT OF BRITISH POLITICS - POSSIBLY WHEN A FUTURE 
LABOR GOVERNMENT TRIES TO TAKE BRITAIN OUT OF THE EC - 
AND ARGUES THAT IN THE MEANTIME THE LIBERAL PARTY SEEMS 
TO BE THE NATURAL CENTER OF GRAVITY OF SOCIAL DEMOCRATS. 

3. CHALFONT HAS AGREED TO CAMPAIGN ON BEHALF OF 
CHRISTOPHER MAYHEW, ANOTHER FORMER LABOR MINISTER, WHO 
DEFECTED TO THE LIBERALS LAST MAY. HE WILL ALSO CAM- 
PAIGN FOR DICK TA VERNE, THE FORMER LABOR MP WHO RESISTED 
HIS PARTY'S ATTEMPT TO SACK HIM IN 1973 AND WON RE- 
ELECTION AS AN INDEPENDENT. 

4. MEANWHILE, EDDIE GRIFFITHS, ANOTHR RIGHT-WING LABOR 

MP SACKED BY HIS PARTY JUST LAST MONTH, ANNOUNCED YESTER- 
DAY THAT HE TOO WOULD STAND AS AN INDEPENDENT. THE NEW 
OFFICIAL LABOR CANDIDATE IN HIS DISTRICT IS JOAN MAYNARD, 
ARGUABLY THE MOST MILITANT LEFT-WINGER ON THE PARTY'S 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. (AT THE PARTY'S 1973 
NATIONAL CONFERENCE, SHE CRITICIZED MICHAEL FOOT FOR 
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BEING TOO MODERATE ON THE EC ISSUE.) 

5. COMMENT: CHAFONT'S RESIGNATION, TIMED AS IT WAS FOR 
THE EVE OF THE OFFICIAL START OF THE ELECTION CAMPAIGN, 
MUST BE AN EMBARRASSMENT FOR WILSON, BUT IS UNLIKELY TO 
HAVE MUCH IMPACT ON THE OUTCOME OF THE CAMPAIGN ITSELF. 
ALTHOUGH NEVER FORMALLY A LIBERAL, CHALFONT WAS AN 
ADVISOR TO THE LIBERAL PARTY ON DEFENSE MATTERS AT THE 
TIME (1964) WHEN WILSON MADE HIM A LIFE PEER AND APPOIN- 
TED HIM MINISTER FOR DISARMAMENT. AFTER LABOR WAS DE- 
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FEATED IN 1970, CHALFONT CEASED TO BE VERY ACTIVE POLI- 
TICALLY. HE RESIGNED FROM THE OPPOSITION FRONT BENCH IN 
THE LORDS IN 1972 OVER THE PARTY'S CHANGE OF POLICY ON 
EC MEMBERSHIP. AS THE PARTY HAS SHIFTED PROGRESSIVELY 
LEFTWARDS, HE HAS MADE NO SECRET OF HIS GROWING DISEN- 
CHANTMENT. 

6. THERE ARE THOSE WHO SEE IN CHALFONT’S AND MAYHEW'S 
RESIGNATIONS, AND TA VERNE'S AND GRIFFITHS' EXPULSIONS, 
AUGURIES FOR A MAJOR REALIGNMENT OF BRITISH POLITICS - 
FOR THE EMERGENCE OF A NEW SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY EM- 
BRACING LIBERALS, PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVES, AND RIGHT- 
WING LABORITES. THOSE WHO ENTERTAIN SUCH A VISION LOOK 
TO ROY JENKINS TO PROVIDE THE LEADERSHIP. THE IMPLICA- 
TION, IN FACT, OF CHALFONT'S ARTICLE IN THE TIMES IS 

THAT WHEN A FUTURE LABOR GOVERNMENT TRIES TO TAKE BRITAIN 
OUT OF THE EC, ONLY THEN WILL JENKINS AND THE OTHER PRO- 
EC SOCIAL DEMOCRATS IN THE PARTY FINALLY BE FORCED TO 
MAKE A BREAK. 

7. WE REMAIN SKEPTICAL ABOUT THIS SCENARIO. TA VERNE, 
BELIEVEING THERE WAS A GREAT POPULAR DEMAND FOR A NEW 
SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY, TOOK THE PLUNGE AT THE LAST 
GENERAL ELECTION AND FIELDED FIVE CANDIDATES. THE 
RESULTS WERE DISASTROUS. THE NEW PARTY POLLED ONLY A 
HANDFUL OF VOTES AND TA VERNE BARELY MANAGED TO HANG ONTO 
HIS OWN SEAT. 

8. CHALFONT IS AN ABLE, THOUGHTFUL, AND ARTICULATE 
JOURNALIST TURNED MINISTER, BUT HE WIELDS NO POLITICAL 
CLOUT. MAYHEW AND GRIFFITHS STOOD AT THE FAR RIGHT OF 
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THEIR PARTY. IF MAYHEW IS RETURNED TO PARLIAMENT ON 
OCTOBER 10, IT WILL BE AT THE EXPENSE OF A CONSERVATIVE, 

NOT LABOR (HE WILL BE STANDING FOR A DIFFERENT SEAT FROM 
THE ONE HE HELD FOR LABOR), AND GRIFFITHS IS GIVEN LITTLE 
CHANCE OF DEFEATING MISS MAYNARD. 

9. CHALFONT MAY BE RIGHT WHEN HE SAYS THAT A SHOWDOWN 
ON THE EC WILL FINALLY SPLIT THE LABOR PARTY, BUT BY 
THEN, WE FEAR, IT WILL BE TOO LATE TO MAKE MUCH DIFFER- 
ENCE. THE INFLUENCE AND AUTHORITY OF THE JENKINSITES 
HAVE BEEN STEADILY ERODED OVER THE PAST THREE YEARS. BY 
NEXT YEAR, THEIR RESIGNATIONS FROM THE LABOR PARTY (BY 
NO MEANS INEVITABLE), WOULD IN ANY CASE BE MORE LIKELY TO 
CONFIRM THEIR DEFEAT AND POLITICAL ISOLATION THAN PRE- 
CIPITATE A MAJOR REALIGNMENT OF BRTISH POLITICS. 

ANNENBERG 
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